Current Events Assignment

Purpose-  To pay more attention about the world around us, other than what you saw on Facebook or heard someone say sometime (but you really don’t know because you were chatting on facebook at the time).

Task 1-  Find a current event-  Step one go on to a reputable news website and browse for articles.  Examples nbcnews.com, cnn.com, foxnews.com, thenewyorktimes.com, etc.  In some cases you will be given a topic and for others you will have some choice.  The important part is to pick something that is important and something you have an opinion about!  There is no way possible that you can’t find something it is just a matter of looking.  If you get stuck ask Mr. Race and he will help you but try yourself first!!!

Task 2-  Actually read the article.  Crazy I know, but as your reading think about what the article is saying and what you think about it.

Task 3-  Write about the article in the following format.  Each part is a paragraph and a paragraph consists of a minimum of 5 sentences but you should try to do more is you want more than the minimum grade of a 65.
a. Describe the article in your own words.  You are summing it up but giving enough detail so the reader doesn’t have to go back and read the article.  DO NOT CUT AND PASTE.  Nor should you just switch a few words, make the summary your own work.

b.   Explain your opinion on the article.  Tell me anything you find interesting or wrong.  How might this affect you or people you know?  Why did this article jump out at you?  This is the most important part of the assignment because it’s coming from you.  I need to hear your voice in what you write.
c. How might this effect the U.S., the World, and/or the Government/Economy?  This is also partly opinion but you can use some real facts from your knowledge or parts from the article or even class (what????).  

Tips and such

1. This is an assignment that we will have most weeks and I will try to let you know early in the week what your topic is.  If you don’t know ask me.

2. I want to be able to talk about these in class at least some of the time so if you have something good please share it during that time.  If you do, you will receive a bonus for doing so.  

3. You need to show effort for a better grade on these assignments.  That means doing more than the minimum 15 sentences.  Trust me if you find a topic you have some interest in this is much easier.  Also starting it before the end of the week is helpful as well (again super crazy, I know).  
4. Hand it in ON TIME!!

